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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SAG PA 01262 18I928Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI ARA-10 ISO-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 FEA-OI AGRE-00 CEA-OI CIAE-00 COME-00 
DODE-00 FRB-OI H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 EPG-02 AID-05 SS-I5 STR-04 
ITC-01 TRSE-00 PRS-OI SP-02 OMB-01 XMB-04 OPIC-06 
AF-10 EA-09 EUR-I2 NEA-10 10-13 /I44 W 

I8I959Z 067005/44 

OR I8I830ZMAY77 
FM AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7716 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 

UNCLAS SAO PAULO 1262 

E.O.II652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, BR 

SUBJECT: WIND BURN DAMAGE TO COFEEE TREES 

1 . ACCORDING TO A REPORT IN BOTH MAJOR SAO PAULO PAPERS OF MAY I7TH, 

ICY WINDS OF 80 KILOMETERS PER HOUR STRUCK MUCH OF THE COFEEE AND 
WHEAT PRODUCTING AREAS OF THE STATE OE PARANA ON 16 MAY. INITIAL 
REPORTS REACHING THE NEWSPAPER INDICATED THAT AS MANY AS 20 PER 
CENT OF THE COEFEE TREES IN SOME AREAS OF PARANA MAY HAVE BERN 
AFFECTED. THE BRAZILIAN NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IS PREDICTING 
CONTINUING COLD WEATHER FOR THE REGION. 

2. CONVERSATIONS WITH LOCAL COFFEE TRADERS WERE LESS PESSIMISTIC 
THAN THE NEWSPAPER REPORTS. THE GENERAL CONSENSUS AMONG THE TRADERS 
WAS THAT THERE HAS BEEN WIND BURN WHICH WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON THE 
1976-1977 COFFEE CROP. THE CHILL FACTOR FROM THE HIGH WINDS 
APPARENTLY 

DID AFFECT THE UPPER LEAVES OF THE COFFEE TREES AND NEW COFFEE 
UNDER DEVELOPMENT. MOST OF THE TRADERS STRESSED THAT THE AREA 
AFFECTED 
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WAS ONLY IN THE EXTREME NORTHERN PART OF PARANA WHERE ONLY 15-20 
PERCENT OF THE TREES WERE DAMAGED TO ONE DEGREE OR ANOTHER. ONE 
TRADER, HOWEVER, STATED HIS OPINION THAT AS MANY AS 20 PERCENT OF 
ALL COFFEE TREES IN THE STATE OF PARANA HAD BEEN AFFECTED. 

THIS POINT OF VIEW HAS BEEN ECHOED BY TWO RURAL LEADERS IN PARANA, 
ALTHOUGH IT CONTRASTS WITH THE OFFICIAL PARANA STATE VIEW. (SEE 
NEXT PARAGRAPH) 
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3. ACCORDING TO REPORTS CARRIED IN THE SAO PAULO NEWSPAPERS ON 
18 MAY, PAOLO CARNEIRO RIBEIRO, THE SECRETARY OE AGRICULTURE FOR 
THE STATE OE PARANA, STATED THAT ANY DAMAGE TO THE COEEEE CROP IN 
HIS STATE WAS "INSIGNIEICANT". THE SECRETARY BASED HIS COMMENT 

ON A SURVEY TAKEN BY HIS OFEICE IMMEDIATELY AETER THE EIRST REPORTS 
OP THE WIND BURN REACHED HIM. 

4. ALL OF THE SANTOS TRADERS POINTED OUT THAT THE EXTENT DAMAGE 

OP THE WIND BURN WOULD NOT BE KNOWN POR SEVERAL DAYS YET. WE WILL 
REPORT PURTHER. COPFEE EXPORTERS IN PORT OP SANTOS HAVE SUSPENDED 
THEIR OPERATIONS UNTIL THE SITUATION CLARIFIES. THERE IS FEAR, 
HOWEVER, OF A FROST LATER TODAY. 

5. EMBASSY CONCURS. 

CHAPIN 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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